THE GRAND TOUR WITH GRAY
Whatever its quality, the friendship was to be put to the
severest test: for Gray travelled at Walpole's expense and in
a manner as his dependent; and his disposition was in no way
one that made such a relation easy. From first to last in their
correspondence we are aware that Gray felt in himself a right
of leadership, by superior ability, and by greater weight of
metal; and no doubt Walpolc recognised this superiority,
though by no means so clearly as in later life* It is one thing
to be convinced that your friend has remarkable talents, and
quite another to find that all the world admits his genius*
Then indeed you owe it to yourself to mark your critical
sagacity by a certain deference; but earlier in the develop-
ment, other things count If Gray had the greater knowledge
and weight, Walpole even at twenty-two was incomparably
more a man of the world* It is not in the least astonishing
that in the end the two quarrelled; it is greatly to their credit,
more particularly to Walpole's, that the alliance lasted a full
year and a half. If he had behaved with less than a delicate
consideration, that sensitive companion would soon have been
gone; and though looking back after Gray's death he took
blame to himself for the breach between them, the letter in
which he does so expresses regret and even confusion for
faults which nine rich young men out of ten would have
committed without the least awareness, then or thereafter, of
any cause for self-reproach.
One fact, however, makes it plain that Walpole, in asking
Gray to be his companion, considered much besides his own
pleasure and convenience* He thought things out for his
ftiend and before leaving England executed a will undet
which in case he should die on the journey, Gray would
inherit whatever he possessed. It was all that he could do
and possibly the inheritance might have been no great matter s
but he knew Sir Robert well enough to be sure that this was
the most effectual way of commending his friend to the Prime
Minister's good offices.